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them, and they were by nature, by heredity and by
environment and development, sedentary people and
not nomads.
I do not mean to state that nomadic, hunting tribes
have not developed certain admirable arts and indus-*
tries. On the contrary, many of our American no-
mads, such as the northern Sioux, the Apaches, the
Cheyennes, the Arapahos and others have developed
certain arts, such as buckskin- and bead-work, the
fashioning of weapons, basketry and even pottery
making, to a high degree. But by the very nature of
their existence they have not, and never could, become
obsessed with the idea of settling down, erecting per-
manent towns and establishing orderly, law-abiding
communities until compelled to do so by the whites.
The matter of geographical, geological and meter-
ological environment appears to have little if any re-
lationship to this fact. Among the prehistoric and
ancient American civilizations were those of mountain
tribes, desert tribes, forest tribes, swamp tribes, high-
land tribes, lowland tribes, coastwise tribes, inland
tribes; tribes inhabiting hot arid districts; tribes
dwelling in steaming, rain-soaked, luxuriously ver-
dant localities; tribes whose homes were among snow-
capped peaks, and tribes who dwelt beside the sea*
Neither was it a question of naturally warlike or
peaceful natures. Some of the races whose civiliza-
tions were most remarkable were warlike, valiant,
fighting people who carried on wars of conquest as
far-reaching and as successful as those of Caesar.
Others, who were fully their equals in culture and civ-
ilization, were docile peaceful people who gave battle
only in defense of their lives and homes. Some were